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Prowess presents momentum which presents form
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Balance and symmetry generate force
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Strength will move everything
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Friends and foes transform themselves
into one another
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REVOLUTION brings about, produces, leads to,
ends in, and creates novelty
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The past will bring about a new cycle
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A tripod genenerates a situation of stability
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NEW is weak and small
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Inner space has no boundary
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All beings have one course
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Essence will contain every element
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DEITY is one and all
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ONE is the cause of everything

13



- BRAZHR

Al -t

Vigour will be physically maintained
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There will always be hope in reviving rehabilitation
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Action will be shown by observing the outer form
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The Way Leads to Infinity
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Eternity encompasses the Truth
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The Past is compatible with the present
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Today is as simple as ancient
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VIRTUE Benefits Far and Wide
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By following nature one is bestowed by the heavens
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Heaven bestows every beginning
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Yearning accomplishes happiness
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The spirit touched gives rise to passion
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CHANCES should never be missed
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There is a law that masterminds the universe
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The appearance hides the situation
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Splendid colours allure
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A friendly face covers an honest heart
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All appear humble at its initial stage
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Success is accomplished in infinity
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Situation and trends are directed by strength
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Stand still regardless what’s going on
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One is moved by moving itself
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Fullness and Emptiness shift
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One’s image exhibits one’s spirit
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Move or not, follow the nature
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Lines and curves interchange
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With a relaxed heart there is a happy spirit
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Superb skill always appears clumsy

— 15 25 31

41



[ RE i

Adroit workmanship is hardly good craftsmanship
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Common does not necessarily mean alike
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Miracles come out of the pure or unspoiled
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There is specificity in generality
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Solid tolerates emptiness
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There is a gap between essence and appearances
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The cycle of life is everlasting
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All will be summed up into one
Ja ija _

49




A -Gt

Divine nature is hidden in the earthly world
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Searching for traces only will lead nowhere
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Every trace outlines the way of constancy
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A straight path leads to the gate of fate
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Stike right at the net
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Destiny embodies nature
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R Eil

There is space among all gates
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A - GEt+t

The stream flows regardless the landscape
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Light shines brightest in the darkness
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Absurdity has positive reasoning
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Take only what nature gives
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Happiness is for everyone
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The more distant a source, the longer a stream
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A righteous heart is evident
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Rationality demands reciprocity

Igﬁ'ﬂ TER



(F - BR4E)

A - ot h

Truth and lies need to be refined
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Vigour is from grandeur and loftiness
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A - ot

The ultimate truth is always simple and unadorned
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Simplicity is unadulterated
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A solid foundation is deeply rooted
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Putting down a foot starts an enterprise
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All beings are reborn
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Big trees root naturally
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Dissemination and communication gain virtuosity
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Messege is sent to a destination
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A - tth

A huge mountain is not bound to be an obstacle

? L T8 25

75



- BRAZHR

Bl - Bttos

All beings live and die
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Meditation opens the hole for light
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Tranquility and profoundness are the same
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As all-powerful as God
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Good health and peace are life’s beauty
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DRAGON and PHOENIX represent auspice
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The tiger roars on high mountains
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Straigh lines are contained in curves

83



- BREZWR

A - B\

The bow is drawn waiting to shoot
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The sea of blessing has no boundary
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The sea accepts all
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The wind blows and forces emerge
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Glory shines grand and afar
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The form will follow the substance
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The colour of all temptations is vanity
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All things are tiny
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Spaces do not interchange
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One stands high on the ground
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The Universe Like The Wilderness Enshrines All
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Grand Nature Needs No Help
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The world contains everything in nature
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Look back in all directions
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Always follow the right path
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The masters are visions of wisdom
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Truth is always on the cutting edge of a knife
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Generality reveals both existence and
non-existence
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No fixed route leads to a good result
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Strategy is not based on tricks
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Quantity is not limited by containers
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The wheel at its climax will come full circle
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A - F—EEN

A wholesome kingdom is easy and smooth
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Fullness and harmony are congruous
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Joy of life is everlasting
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Postscript

It was with great pleasurethat | finally finished writing Thinking in Graphicson
the Spring Equinox day of the traditional Chinese Lunar Year of Jiashen ( 2004).

This book was originally titled Mental Fengshui, with itsfirst draft written in
the late 1980s, with the purpose of providing relatively new ideas for areal estate
project of theHainan Provincia Rea Estate Development Corporation where | worked
then. My intentions for it were threefold: First, to infuse some cultural content into
apatch of triangular land, | named that high class office building compound “City of
Hundred Golds of Fengshui and Bagua (Eight Diagrams)” ; second, to establish some
mental resonance between the property owners, those adventurers who flocked into
Hainan at that time, and the properties they purchased; and finally, to tap into the
Theory of Mutual Begetting and Counter Contradicting of Yin, Yang and the Five
Primary Elements (Meta, Wood, Water, Fire and Earth), | laid out the five residential
high buildings into a mutually begetting structure as “Metal, Wood, Water, Fire and
Earth” and allowed the buyers to live in wherever best suited their desires. After two
yearsof construction, the project turned out to be asuccess and generated considerable
profits for the corporation. It was also awarded as one of the Best Ten Architectures
in Hainan Province.

Why and whendid | hit upon theideaof writing such abook on “mental Fengshui”
and finally start to “think in graphics”?

More than three decades ago, since | started to remember things, | lived in Pagoda
Temple Village of the Qi County of Shanxi Province, asmall village on ariver bank,
which was about one mile awvay from the well known Qiao Family Grand Courtyard.
Our old residence was a courtyard house built in late Qing Dynasty, where | enjoyed
my carefree childhood. When the weather waswarm, every evening, | would liein my
grandmother’s arms and listen to those age old stories told by the adults. The most
interesting part was staring up into the “square” of sky full of twinkling stars through
what we called “‘sky well”, an opening formed by the eaves of the courtyard. One day,
my grandmother vividly told me the story of my grandfather’s adventures beyond the
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Great Wall asarefugee. As my grandmother described, my grandfather, more than 30
years older than my grandmother, was atal, heavily built, valiant, and tough guy, an
itinerant kung fu master who dared to break into the vast dessert s ngle-handed. According
to grandmother’s story, grandfather understood the underworld argot and had challenged
top martid arts mastersboth good and evil in the Western Regions. When hewas young,
he used to do businessin Dihua (today’s Urumaji), and served asthe close bodyguard of
ahigh-ranking officia of Xinjiang. He was bound apprentice to akung fu master at the
age of 12, and started to learn business from hismaster at 16. He went beyond the Grest
Wall when hewas 20, andfor 5timesin 5 years. Quite often, | would think that it was so
admirable that a businessman, a commoner from alittle courtyard house in a small
village of asmall town of Shanxi could have had such an adventure! Grandmaalso told
methat every time grandpareturned home, he would bring loads of ancient scrollsand
exquisite handicrafts from the Western Regionsto give out to friends as gifts. On my
12" hirthday, grandma gave me a copper lock which she cherished and kept for many
years. When she unlocked it, she gently stroked my head, and talked to mein my ear:
“Your grandpaoften said: ‘Rather be powerful than ambitious; forceful than powerful;
wealthy than forceful; resourceful than wealthy; virtuous than resourceful; and heavenly
than virtuous.” | couldn’t quite figure it out mysalf.” So shetold meto gradually grasp
themeaning as| grew up.

One evening, when | was going home from school bathed in the mid-autumn
moonlight, | was suddenly touched by aunique picture and my eyesopened wide a a
yellow dog at the edge of agrove blankly staring at the full moon. | stood there for
quite awhile and seemed to have caught someinexplicable message from the picture.
| felt as though that yellow dog were talking to the moon. Serene was the nature;
serene was the village. And the dog and | were at one with the surroundings. The
image, the stance, the charm, the force and the spirit can sill bere-visuaized in my
mind’seye and inspire me.

When | wasalittle boy, | wasvery timid. | was afraid of darkness, afraid of bad
guys, afraid of evil people, and the worst thing | was afraid of was ghosts, for | really
thought they existed. | often saw villagers visit Yin Yang masters (wizards) to help
them adjust their Fengshui to solve their problems. Among the folks, Fengshui is
indeed mysterious and deceitful, often misleading people to superstition as aresult
of those fake Fengshui masters’ deceitful maneuverswith ulterior motivesfor materia
gans. Thetruth of Fengshui as a harmonious co-prosperity of man, nature and soci ety
Isthus misinterpreted, and the essence of Fengshui as a harmonious co-existence of
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man, nature and society is also ruined. As aresult, Fengshui is vulgarized and
secularized as feudal dross of superstition, becoming a taboo for people to even
mention.

In the early 1980s, | entered the Taiyuan College of Polytechnics, magjoring in
architecture. At that time, purely technical knowledge such as architectural design,
structure, construction, materials and equipment were overestimated; nobody cared
about the theory of Harmonious Integration as part of the ancient oriental philosophy.
Even today, the thought of sustai nabl e devel opment contained in the Chinese Culture,
which emphasi zes harmoni ous co-prosperity of man, nature, and society, has not been
studied in depth. | think that the essence of the ancient oriental Fengshui theory
should be greatly assimilated with its dross discarded.

| travel ed between the Taihang M ountains and the Fen River, paid respectsto the
holy spotsinthe Wuta Mountains, visited the Yungang Grotto, Sayed inthe Suspended
Temple, toured the ancient city of Pingyao, studied the Hall of the Holy Mother of
Jin Shrine, worshiped the Temple of the Aureole of Buddha, and was inspired by the
Tianlong Mountain (Dragon in Heaven). By traversing through the historical relics
and natural treasures of the Shanxi Province, | became fascinated in therich and deep
cultural foundationslaid in this vast land. Through integrated understanding of the
imagery lying hidden in the mountains and waters, the humanity and culture, | have
figured out the positions and layers among “the Matter, the Happening, and the
Reason”; the relationship and network among “the Force, the Environment and the
Resource”; aswell asthe complementarity and harmony among “the Spirit, the Stance
and the Constancy”.

Morethan 10 years ago, | worked in the South Chinalnstitute of Tropical Crops,
Zhan County, Hainan Province. One day after atyphoon, when | was hurriedly walking
towards the library in asuddenrain, | saw an old frog with a baby frog on her back
difficultly crawling across the glistening driveway towards a pond. | was moved
immediately and bent down to pick up the mother frog and son with both hands and
carefully put them inthe water. Inawhile, I heard aharmonious duet sung by the frog
mother and son. How beautiful and lovely the voice was! | surely learned something
fromit.

In the early 1990s, | worked in Qinzhou, Guangxi Autonomous Region. It wasa
sunny day inearly summer. | wastaking awalk a one aong the bank of the Qin River.
| saw in distance a white cat staring at its own reflection in the water. He was so
concentrated and fascinated that heignored everything around him. 1t formed abeautiful
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picture, aunity of self and nature, something between the real image and the virtual
image, between the full and the vain. | visualized my graphic from this cat. The Book
of Changes says. Graphics aredisplay of Images; Images are foundations of Forms;
Observing the Images, you forget the Forms; Only by forgetting the Forms can you
obtain the Power; Images without Graphics are void of either Force, Power or Spirit;
Images without Forms are void of Stance, Energy or Resource. Graphics and Images
are isomorphic, while Forms and Images are symbiotic. But the world stresses the
Materials and neglects the Forms, stresses the Reason and neglects the Images,
stresses the Energy and neglects the Power, stresses the mechanical accumulation
and neglects the empirical summary. Isn’t it an error?

A good observer of the Forms feels the movements of Heaven and Earth; agood
judge of the Power harbors benevolence; a good meditator of the Truth isloyal and
righteous. So, as the saying goes, “As long as the Form is settled, the Stance is
generated; aslong asthe Stance is generated, the Environment is displayed; aslong as
the Environment is displayed, the Spirit echoes; as long as the Spirit echoes, the
Power emerges; aslong as the Power emerges, the Resource comes. ”

In the earliest spring of a century, with an accumulation of several decades, |
suddenly realized that it was a| about graphics. With 108 graphics displayed in my
mind and 108 characters printed in my heart, | finished this book as a coherent whole
asif my hand and mind were one, perfectly matching itstext and meaning.

Heaven and Earth have their ways, but extreme graphicsarewithout forms. Those
who love them may be able to enjoy them; those who are righteous may be able to
assmilate them; those who are intelligent may be able to decode them. The overall
apprehension of the graphics calsfor atranscendence through the ama gamation, an
abstraction of the symbiosis and a sublimation from the polymerization.

Xuedong
9" of Intercalary February of the Lunar Chinese Year of Jiashen (2004)
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China Daily Chinese scholar Zhang Xuedong
won the California and Nevada St
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American awards

Chinese scholar Zhang Xuedong won the California and Nevada State
Awards for his outstanding achievements in the research of Chinese tradi—
tional culture.

The award ceremony was held last Friday in Beijing.

His years of studying Chinese philosophy resulted in his creative work
"E—pictures."”

Zhang used 108 images, which look like Chinese calligraphy, to reveal
the essence of Chinese traditional culture and the harmony between men and
nature.

The two awards are granted to people who have made outstanding
achievements and contributions in the field of arts and humanities.
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SOCIETY FOR DESIGN & PROCESS SCIENCE

July 10, 2006

Mr. Zhang Xuedong
P.O.Box 1092

Beijing 100034

People’ s Republic of China

Dear Mr. Zhang,

It is my pleasure; on behave of the Society for Design and Process
Science (SDPS), to present you the George Kozmetsky award for Outstanding
Achievement in Transdicplinary Innovation based on your excellent contri—
butions to human society and world culture through your work in % —
picture thinking ? a collaborative view of man and nature? Please accept
my sincere congratulations as it is a major award of our Society and you are
only the third person so far to have been named to receive this great
honour.

As you might have known that Dr. George Kozmetsky is an early
pioneer to advocate “ransdisciplinary research and education? long before
such terms become popular among academia. As co—founder of Teledyne and
many other major corporations, he had?made great discoveries through
industrial innovation, and as?long time Dean of Graduate school of Business,
he created history by?putting Austin, Texas on the map helping it, through
his personal leadership, to become?the?4th major technopolis in the US in
record time. Since he is also a co—founder of SDPS, the George Kozmetsky
Award is given only to those who exemplifies INNOVATION through
transdisciplinary approach and hence has been extremely selective. Your
work was considered the most significant such kind of contribution by this
year” evaluation committee of distinguished scholars including world re-
nowned scientists Dr. C.V. Ramamoorthy, Dr. Bernd Kramer, Dr. Raymond
T. Yeh and others. Congratulations!

The award was presented at a formal ceremony at our World Congress
on Innovation in San Diego, USA, on June 25th where you were an invited
plenary speaker. In light of your schedule conflict at that time, we are
making a special arrangement for you, in light of the importance of this

119



- BREZWR

award, by asking Dr. Raymond T. Yeh, one of our Society’s co—founders,
to personally present the award to you in Beijing in early September during
his trip to China. He will contact you directly to arrange a time for the
award presentation ceremony at your convenience. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Congratulations again for such great honour,

Sincerely,

Dr. Artila Ertas

Chairman

Executive Committee on Awards
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Personal particulars

ZHANG, Xuedong. According to the classical Chinese Tradition, Styled by the name of
Yi Gang; and dternative named Yi Hu. Born in Qixian County, Shanxi Province, in September
9th(Chinese Lunar Calendar) 1962. Senior Architect.

Had completed higher education, practiced construction design, real estate development,
governanceand publicadminigrationresearch, etc. in Sichuan, Hainan, Guangxi, Beijing, Nanjing
and other places. Incumbent positions: Deputy Secretary General, Chinese Public Administra-
tion Society ; Secretary of its Chapter of National County PublicAdministration Researchand its
Research Centrefor Scientific Development.

Member of Central Committee of September 3rd Society, Deputy Director of its Public
Policy and Political Participation Research Centre; Deputy Director of its Committee of Legida
tiveand Social Policy; (Member of Political Consultative Conference, Xicheng Digtrict, Beijing)
part-time researcher of the Institute of Political Development and Governance; part-time
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